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Come Share the Bounty of Godõs Loveé Grow With Us! 

First Congregational Church of Georgetow, UCC 

PO Box 200 

7 Andover Street 

Georgetown, MA 01833 

(978) 352-8443 

www.georgetowncongregational.org 
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The Pastoral Search Committee 

Cordially invites one and all to 

òBreakfast before Church!ó 

May 16, 2010 
8:30am to 10:00am 

See Page 6 for more details 

 

  

Spring blessings to all! 

 

This month we celebrate the confirmation of 14 of our teenagers on May 23 during 

worship, the day of Pentecost!  Thatõs right.  Fourteen of our teens will be confirmed 

after completing a seven month discipleship journey of prayer, study, Christian prac-

tice, and faith exploration.   Each of these 

young people is a treasure, who has come to 

know more deeply that they are loved by 

God, are Beloved members of the church, 

and have gifts to share with the church and 

the world as Jesusõ friends. 

Confirmation is the continuation of a young 

personõs life in the church. Usually confirma-

tion is considered an ôaffirmation of baptismõ 

in the congregational, mainline Protestant tra-

dition.  This means that we understand con-

firmation to be a part of the larger baptismal 

process of becoming disciples, which, of 

course, is a lifelong process and journey.  

Usually teens are baptized as infants, with par-

ents making a promise at baptism, that they 

would have their baptized children attend a 

confirmation class during their teen years. 

This practice allows the community of Christ, 
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the church, to support families as well as 

provide encouragement so each young per-

son can come to their own decision about 

whether or not to be a disciple of Jesusõ 

teachings by being an active member of a 

local congregation. 

Our journey as Christians begins in baptism.   

Just as Jesusõ ministry began with his bap-

tism in the Jordan River, so our ministry as 

Jesusõ disciples begins with our baptism.  

Whenever we baptize anyone, we are fulfill-

ing Jesusõ mandate to òGo therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father (Creator), Son 

(Christ), and the Holy Spirit (Spirit), teach-

ing them to observe all that I have com-

manded you.ó  (Matthew 28: 19-20a) 

When we are baptized, our lives are caught 

up in a powerful sign of what it means to 

live and die as a Christian, who chooses Life

-affirming ways over  Death-affirming ways, 

(Deuteronomy 30: 15-30), with Jesus as 

teacher, companion, guide, friend, Lord & 

Savioré  The Christian Scriptures are full of 

images of the meaning of baptism.  Baptism 

is a cleansing from sin (òBut you have been 

through the purifying waters,ó I Corinthians 

6:11), a new birth (John 3: 5, Titius 3:5), 

death and life (òWe were buried therefore 

with him by baptism into death, so that as 

Christ was raised from the dead by the glory 

of the Father, we too might walk in newness 

of life.ó  (Romans 6:4) As those baptized, 

we become ôministers of reconciliation.õ 

All of this baptismal cleansing, birth, re-

freshment, life and death, and reconciliation 

are no mere individualized experience.   

Being a disciple is not merely a matter of a 

new feeling, or thinking, or awareness, or 

even acting.  Being a disciple means to be 

adopted into a new family ð the Family of 

God.  Baptism delivers us from loneliness 

to communion.   Baptism brings us into 

community.   This approach to the making 

of contemporary disciples assumes that 

none of us becomes Christian on our own.  

The Trinity ð God-Christ-Spirit- is all about 

relationship.  We need the whole commu-

nity, each member witnessing to us, to grow 

up into Christ.  This whole community has 

participated in the growth of these confir-

mands ð their parents who kept a promise 

and rearranged their lives, the leaders of this 

congregation who spent time with these 

young people, the prayers of the congrega-

tion, the mentors who will accompany the 

confirmands in the next six months, and the 

confirmands themselves who committed 

themselves to this pilgrimage - this journey 

in faith. 

What a journey it has been!  Some of what 

has been accomplished in this seven month 

pilgrimage includes attending worship twice 

a month, meeting with RevDeb three times 

a month, writing their own ôstatements of 

faithõ, meeting with the Deacons for a Pizza-

Talkabout,  attending an ecumenical retreat 

at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in 

New York City (with a side trip to Ground 

Zero and Times Square!), attending three 

congregational meetings, staffing the Coop-

(Continued from page 1) 
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May 2010 

 Sun Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

      1 

2 10:30 Communion 

New Members Brunch 

Confirmation Class 

3  

7:00 Book Club  

4  6:45 Band 

7:30 Senior Choir 

8:15 Bells 

5 9-12  Pantry Open 

7:30 Finance Meeting 

6 

5:00 Staff Meeting 

6:00 Diaconate 

7 

7:00pm AA 

8Essex Association Meeting 

9010:30 Worship 10 11  6:45 Band 

7:30 Senior Choir/8:15 Bells 

7:00pm Parish Nurses Meeting 

12  9-12  Pantry Open 13 

1-3 Interim Clergy Meeting 

7:00pm Cabinet 

14 

7:00pm AA 

15Newsletter Deadline 

Southwick Eagle Scout  

Ceremony 

8-2 Camp Leslie Clean up 

16 8:30  Search Committee 

Breakfast  

 

17 18  6:45 Band 

7:30 Senior Choir 

8:15 Bells 

19 9-12 Pantry Open 

7:00pm Womenõs Fellowship 

Meeting 

20 21 

7:00pm AA 

22 

2310:30 Worship 

Confirmation Day 

24 25  6:45 Band 

7:30 Senior Choir/8:15 Bells 

26 9-12 Pantry Open 

Womenõs Guild Banquet 

27 28 

7:00pm AA 

29 

30 10:30 Worship 31Memorial Day      
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Toward a Faith of Their Own 
Please continue to pray, rejoice and give thanks for these 14 

teens who are exploring and coming to a faith of their own. 

Aiden Kelly                 Andrea Pantano 

Benjamin Brock        Bridget Edwards 

Chris Chiklakis   Connor OõGrady 

Elena Chiklakis             Emma Szkutak 

Jenny Lutes       Kirstin Hogan  

Kyle Gillen        Matt Hartford 

Melissa Edwards    Michael Hogan 

erative Games youth fundraising table at last yearõs Fall Fair, serving dinner at that Fair, co

-hosting the Passover Seder on Maundy Thursday, providing an Epiphany choreographed 

liturgical dance, Christmas caroling to our shut-ins, and serving as aides for  Church 

School classes and special events. 

All of you have participated in their journey.   These young sisters and brothers in Christ 

have had the blessing of meeting with Bob Knapp to hear and see about life from the Mu-

sic Directorõs vantage point, and been up in the belfry after a church history tour with 

Chris Comiskey. They had a good chat with Steve LeBlanc about earth stewardship and 

schools/churches going ôgreen.õ  Theyõve worked with Gloria Webster and our teachers as 

aides in classrooms and for special events (like congregational meetings and cafes!). 

Special thanks go to parents who have rearranged their lives, and provided encourage-

ment when the road seemed long and maybe not too relevant.    My hope is that in the 

midst of this journey there was some discovery of a living God who accompanies us rather 

than just information about God, a new awareness of the community of the Beloved all 

around us in family-the community-and church friends, the beginning of coming awake to 

the Kingdom of God within, a new appreciation for the family of God to which we all be-

long, and a deeper awareness of how the Church is in every time  zone and hemisphere ð 

offering real aid and witness to those in need, even in our own hometown! 

To the confirmation class of 2009-2010éthank you for the joy of travelling with you.  I am 

glad to know you as brothers and sisters in Christ.   Thank you for taking the journey. 

To the congregation, please be sure to come celebrate this con-

tinuing journey in faith. 

Blessings.  Peace.  Every good thing.     òRevDebó 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Book Club 
 

The Book Club of the First Congregational Church is 

open to everyone.  No need to call ahead to reserve a 

space, just show up on the night of the meeting.  Check 

our website for  the  dates and books to read and for up-

dates if you misplace your newsletter. 

 

May 3:  Book group will meet at Nancy Abermanõs house (199 W. Main St) to discuss 

The Piano Teacher by Janice Y.K. Lee.  Please come join us! 

Womenõs Guild Schedule 

Annual Banquet 

 

 

 

May 26 at 12:00 

 
Destination:  òThe Holy Grailó, Epping, NH  (Where is Epping you might ask?!  Located 

14 miles north of Plaistow).  This restaurant is in a former Catholic Church, and was 

noted for good, comfort food on the T.V. Diner program).  Cost for  the Luncheon will 

be determined at a later date.  
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Prego® Italian sauces  

Swanson® stocks, broths and canned poultry  

V8® vegetable juices  

V8 Splash® juice drinks  

V8 Fusion® juice drinks  

V8® soups 

Campbell's® tomato juice  

Pepperidge Farm® breads, cookies, and frozen products  

Pepperidge Farm® Goldfish ® crackers  

Campbell® Foodservice products  

Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive, Saturday, May 8, 2010  

The National Association of Letter Carriers, in conjunction with the US Postal Service, 

will be collecting non-perishable food items (canned goods, pasta, etc.) to help families in 

need.  Items should be placed in a bag at your mailbox before your letter carrier arrives.  

It will be taken to the Post Office and then delivered to the Salvation Army for distribu-

tion.  Please do not include items that have expired or those in glass containers.  For addi-

tional information visit the website at www.helpstampouthunger.com.   In you live outside 

of Georgetown, please check with your local Post Office for participation in this program. 

ñññññññññññññññññññññññññññññññ- 

(Continued from page 15) 

http://www.helpstampouthunger.com/
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Healing Sessions are available with Mary S. Caldwell,  

Integrated Awareness Teacher  

From RevDeb:  Mary and I have been longtime  friends.  We went to seminary together 

many moons ago.  She is glad to come to Georgetown some Saturday to share this work.  

She would need 3-4 folks to preschedule.  $75 per session.  Let me know if you want to 

sign up.  Sheõs really good! 

 Advanced Studies Completed: 

Lever Certified 

Brain Map Course 

Concord, New Hampshire 

603.226.4811  

Sessions Available: 

Both Individual and Multi-Hands IA Sessions 

Concord, New Hampshire 

603.226.4811  

Email: iateacher@comcast.net 

Sessions Available: 

Both Individual and Multi-Hands IA Sessions 

A description of my current services: 

I am a full time IA teacher practicing in Concord NH, Salem MA and Dayton OH of-

fering both table sessions and IA workshops. I will travel to do home sessions when time 

and opportunity permits. Many of my guests come for spiritual exploration, inner child 

work, recovery from emotional, physical or sexual assault, abuse or neglect. Many of my 

guests have difficulty with intimacy, making substantial connections with others in their 

lives in their work or home environment. Many are currently receiving treatment for 

cancer or have been cancer free for a period of time and wish to remain healthy. Others 

have chronic health problems that have not responded to allopathic medicine and are 

looking for new ways to be more aware of themselves and more alive given whatever 

they face in their lives. If I were to name any common characteristic about my work or 

my guests it would be compassion.  
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Womenõs Fellowship: 
 

All women are invited to attend our Womenõs Fellowship meeting.  Our group is cur-

rently working on planning a workshop for the community around the issue promoting 

self-confidence and self-esteem to combat bullying.  Plans are underway for this event.  

Each of our monthly meetings has a theme.  We will meet on May 19 in the Guild 

Room, at Church at 7:00 p.m..  Each person is asked to bring two photos of herselfña 

baby photo and another photo from any decade, with the face covered.  Weõll spend a 

little time guessing whoõs who and then sharing memories from some of the decades 

covered.  Bring a snack/dessert if you are able. 

 

UCC News: 
 

The annual spring meeting of the Essex Association will be held at our Church on Sat-

urday, May 8 from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  The topic is Church Vitality with a presenta-

tion on vitality resources by the Massachusetts Conferenceõs Commission of Evangelism 

and Congregational Vitality, followed by a panel discussion on òUnbinding the Gospeló.  

After a brief worship service, participants will have an opportunity to attend sessions on 

various faith experiences.  This event is free and a registration form can be obtained 

from the Church office or from Nancy Aberman, aberman@noblenet.org 

 

The annual meeting of the Massachusetts Conference United Church of Christ will take 

place on Saturday, June 19 at the DCU Center in Worcester.  The theme of the meet-

ing is òProvoke one anotheréto love and good deeds.ó  If anyone is interested in at-

tending, or is interested in more information about the meeting, let UCC Delegate 

Nancy Aberman know. 

 

mailto:aberman@noblenet.org
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The Pastoral Search Committee 

Cordially invites one and all to 
 

òBreakfast before Church!ó 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An intimate setting where the Pastoral Search Committee and the congregation will have con-

versations about our Settled Pastor. 

Breakfast will be served. 

 

May 16, 2010 
8:30am to 10:00am 

Fellowship Hall 

 

The Menu 

Pancakes & Sausages 

Coffee Cake 

Milk, Juice, Tea & Coffee  

 

 News from the Pastoral Search Committee 
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Project Bread's Walk for Hunger  

 

Boston Common, Sunday, May 2, 2010 -- Walk 

one mile or all 20 through Boston, Brookline, 

Newton, Watertown and Cambridge. 

The Walk helps fund over 400 emergency food programs throughout the state. If anyone is 
interested in gathering a group of walkers from our Church along with other friends, please 
let me know. I have pledge sheets and other information or visit http://www.projectbread.org/
site/PageServer?pagename=walk_info. A team should register as soon as possible. Thank 
you, Diane Townsend. 

H.O.M.E. Co -Op Daycare's Labels for Education Program    

(Homeworkers Organized for More Employment, Orland, ME, http://

www.homecoop.net/)  

Campbell's Labels For EducationSM Program Awards Free Arts, Athletics and Academ-

ics Merchandise. For over 36 years, Campbell's Labels for Education program has sup-

ported schools across the country by providing more than $110 million in FREE 

merchandise in exchange for proof of purchase from Campbell products. The goal 

of the Daycare is to collect 50,000 points to earn free merchandise such as com-

puters, audio/visual equipment, physical education equipment, reference books, mu-

sical instruments, etc. The 2009-2010 program runs until June 1, 2010.  Simply save 

product UPCõs from any of the following eligible Campbell products. A collection 

box will be placed in Fellowship Hall or the long room. 

Campbell's® soups 

Campbell's® Select Harvest ® soups 

Campbell's Supper Bakes® meal kits  

SpaghettiOs ® Pasta (Original and Meatball)  

Campbell's® beans, gravies, and canned pasta  

(Continued on page 17) 

Mission Opportunities 

http://www.projectbread.org/site/PageServer?pagename=walk_info
http://www.projectbread.org/site/PageServer?pagename=walk_info
http://www.homecoop.net/
http://www.homecoop.net/
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Please pray for the following family and friends of  

our Church: 
PRAYER CONCERNS: (In keeping with Christian practice of praying daily, we list 
these prayer concerns/joys for the congregation to pray throughout the week.) We lift 

up all those who are confined to homes today because of age or illness.  As a nation at 

war let us especially remember in our prayers Nikki McCabe, Kevin Kennedy, Jordan 

Finley, Toby Guay, Ernest Lingenfleter (Gloria and Floyd Websterõs nephew) and all 

the courageous women and men who serve in our military around the world.  Prayers 

for those who are being laid off, have already lost their jobs, as well as all those manag-

ers having to make tough economic decisions in these challenging times.  Prayers for 

our youth that they discover your comforting, peaceful, inspiring voice amidst the ca-

cophony of cultural voices calling to them.  Prayers of thanksgiving for those pray-ers at 

home who pray for us, the congregation, the Church worldwide, the leaders of the na-

tions, and this good-green earth. 
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Diaconate Notes 
Thank you to all who participated in our Holy Week activities including the Maundy 

Thursday Seder/Tenebrae Service, the Good Friday Prayer Vigil and Easter Sunrise and 

Sanctuary Services. We had great weather for the Sunrise service with many in atten-

dance. 

 

Looking ahead we are working on a few projects: 

 

Christian Service - As you may know, The Diaconate coordinates providing assistance to 

those who are shut-in or need other assistance. We can coordinate providing meals, trans-

portation or other periodic assistance as needed. We maintain a list of those who would 

be willing to cook and deliver a meal, drive someone to church or an appointment. We 

are looking to update our volunteer list. If you would be willing to cook a meal or provide 

an occasional ride, please contact the church office or Rachel Edwards at 978-352-8195. 

 

Community Meal - You may know that there are those among us in our community who 

are in need. Diaconate has been discussing, as a means of extending our mission reach to 

the local community, to organize and provide a monthly meal to the community. This 

project has the interest of the Georgetown Council on Aging, and would likely find addi-

tional participation from other local churches and theGeorgetown High School. Diacon-

ate is looking for a few energetic folks who would be willing to begin planning and coordi-

nating this activity to hopefully start in the fall. This is the kind of project which should see 

broad participation from our congregants; if we have many hands who are willing to par-

ticipate, the individual workload is small. Our first step is planning so if anyone is inter-

ested in assisting with a planning effort, please contact Chuck Davis at chuck-

davis@yahoo.com or 978-352-2157. 

 

Summer services will again be held on Wednesday evenings. They are planned to begin 

on June 30 and run through September 1. Services will be held at 7PM. Rally Day is 

planned for September 12. We should have more details and information in next month's 

newsletter. 

mailto:chuckdavis@yahoo.com
mailto:chuckdavis@yahoo.com
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Opportunities from the  Conference 

 
Check out these and other opportunities from the Massachusetts Conference at 

www.macucc.org.  The flyers for these opportunities will be listed on the bulletin 

board in the Fellowship Hall as well. 

 

Now We Are the Body, Global Song in Local Worship 

May 2, Christ Church United, Lowell 

Finding a Way Forward Navigating Change in the Church 

May 6 at Edwards House on the MACUCCõs Framingham grounds.  This is a day-long 

workshop to help diagnose your preferred way of leading change in your own church and 

how that impacts the community you lead. 

MACUCC Webfest ô10 an event for church webmasters & communicators.   

May 15th at MACUCC, Framingham Center.  

Turnaround Boot Camp, Turn-Around Strategies for Your Congregation 

June 4 and 5 at Plymouth Church in Framingham. 

Adult Music Camp 2010 

July 22-25 at Craigville Conference Center for adults of all ages who enjoy singing. 

New England Regional Youth Event 

June 24-27 at Boston University.  This event is open to youth who are currently in 8th-

12th grades and their adult leaders. 

Tending the Fire,  A process of understanding and engaging the emotional system of 

the congregation.   

There are three retreats available at the Framingham Confer-

ence Center from SeptñJanuary. 
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Light The Church 

Fund:    
The Church is lit for the 

month of April was also in 

memory of Gladys Mander 

from  

Gloria and Floyd Webster 

 

Show Kindness  
by Dave Hall 

 

Show kindness to God 

In kindness to others. 

Give service to God 

In service to others. 

 

Remove hate from your heart, 

Remove fear from your soul. 

Bring peace to your life, 

And God comes there also. 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you for the daffodil and the 

wonderful visit from Shirley and 

Vivian.. 

Ginny Ryder 

ñññññññññññññññ- 

To my Friends at First Congregational, 

Thank you so much for giving my a 

hyacinth at Easter time.  It is nice to 

know you are thinking of my family. 

Sincerely, 

The Brock Family 

ññññññññññññññññ- 
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Thoughts and Letters 
 

 

Sending my sincere thanks to my church 

family once again for my Easter lily and 

pleasant visit with Pat and Allan Barlow.  It 

was most thoughtful and appreciated! 
Sincerely, 

Bud Hamelin 

ññññññññ- 

To all my friends at First Congregational, 

Thanks so much for the lovely Easter lily! 

Sincerely, 

Karla Szkutak 

ññññññññ- 

Dear Church Family, 

We are most appreciative of the response 

we've received on behalf of the Hygiene 

Kits for Church World Service.  Thanks 

to everyone who brought in items to com-

plete these kits that are being shipped to 

Haiti and Chile.  Both countries are in 

desperate need of soap and towels, 

toothbrushes, etc., since the earth-

quakes.  We have shipped thirty kits, 

and since receiving extras with some of 

the items, we've stacked them in the 

Pantry for our own mission out-

reach.  Recent Penny Bowl contribu-

tions have been used for shipping costs. 

Thank you all for supporting and help-

ing us with this project. 

Sincerely, 

The Women's Guild 
ñññññññññ 

To my friends of the Church,  I want to 

thank you for my lovely Easter Plants.  

Iõve enjoyed it very much.   

God Bless you all!   

Love and Prayers, Alberta Rodgers 
 

Dear Church Family, Thank-you so 

much for the lovely Easter Lily.  We 

are still enjoying it and its fragrance.  It 

was great to have some good conversa-

tion with pat and Allan Barlow who 

brought the plant.  

Charles and Dorothy Blanchard 

ñññññññññññññ- 

Dear Church Family, 

What a beautiful Easter Lily!  And 

what a wonderful pleasure I got from 

itõs fragrance!  And how Happy I was to 

see Emily who brought it ot me?  I love 

you and keeping up with your news.  

Thank you!   

Sincerely,  Shirley Southwick 

 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Save the Dates  

 
Strawberry Social and Band Concert 

Wednesday, June 16th or 23rd 

 

òDepends on when the berries will be ready!ó 

 

Help is needed with picking strawberries, 

hulling, setting up and serving 

A great family event! 

For More Information 

Contact Janice Murphy 978-352-7454 

Or Karen LeBlanc 978-352-7035 

Sign up sheets will be available 


