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Dear Friends: 
 

 As many of you know, this Thanksgiving Sara, Zeph and I traveled to Wisconsin to visit my family.  
We had a wonderful time, but also experienced a few moments of stress.  The Wednesday before the holiday 
we were driving down to Milwaukee on Interstate I-43 hoping to explore the Betty Brinn Children’s 
Museum.  Unfortunately we never made it.  About half-way there we were involved in a pretty serious 
accident.  I’ve been in a couple of fender benders before, but never anything like a three car pile up at 60 
miles an hour.  Luckily we escaped the scene without injury.  The whole experience left us a little shaken up 
and more than a little thankful that the accident hadn’t been worse.  As my dad offered grace at the dinner 
table on Thursday, I said my own silent prayer of gratitude for the gift of life as well.     

 
The day after Thanksgiving, I read an article in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel reporting another 

auto accident which occurred just down the road from our own on I-43.  This time those involved were not as 
fortunate.  Two teenagers were killed when their car crossed the median and hit an oncoming SUV.  Five 
others were seriously injured in the crash.  My heart goes out to those families whose lives are forever 
changed.  They will never share another Thanksgiving feast with their loved ones and I suspect for them a 
holiday meant to encourage gratitude will always be mixed with a tremendous sense of loss.   

 
So many people share this story.   The details may be different, but the end result is the same.  We’ve 

lost loved ones to accidents, cancer, heart attacks, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, separation, divorce, and 
countless other causes.  Regardless of the timing, whether it is a new loss or occurred years ago, the holidays 
can be difficult for remaining family and friends.      

 
The same is true for our church family as well.  We’ve lost some dear, beloved members over the last 

year.  This will be our first Christmas without them.  For many, the joy and hope of this season will be 
beyond reach.  It is natural to grieve these important losses.  Some may be experiencing a sense of denial or 
anger.  Some may be attempting to bargain with God, praying that the loss may change or be erased.  Others 
may be experiencing the symptoms of depression.  Grief takes many, many forms and is a natural process 
which eventually can lead to a sense of healing and acceptance.     

 
In the five years I have called New England home, I have witnessed just how skilled we all can be at 

suppressing these tough emotions.  Often we do not want to burden others with our pain.  But it is important 
to remember that we need not bear that weight alone.  As members of the body of Christ, we have one 
another to lean on, to provide support and care, to offer a listening ear and an open heart.     

 
If your life has been touched by loss and you would like someone to talk with, know that Pastor Sara 

and I are available and happy to meet with you during the upcoming holiday season and throughout the year.  
Feel free to schedule an appointment to meet with either one of us in the church office, at your home, or at a 
restaurant for a cup of coffee or lunch.  Let us know how we can be helpful. 
 

And, most of all may the blessings of Christ fill your hearts with God’s love and hope throughout the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas, even as we continue to grieve the losses in our lives.   
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 
 

Church School Class Schedule with Lesson Topics 
 

Sunday, December 2   STUDENTS BEGIN IN CLASS 
 

Focus Scripture:  Isaiah 2:1-5   Prophets of Peace 
This is the first Sunday in the liturgical season of Advent.  During Advent we prepare ourselves for the 
coming of Jesus Christ in our lives (sometimes referred to as the “second coming”) while commemorating 
his “first coming” as a newborn baby at Christmas.  Christians view this reading from Isaiah as a description 
of the second coming of Christ.  He will come as a judge and a peace maker.  Nations will beat their swords 
into plowshares and put an end to all violence and war.   
 

Sunday, December 9   STUDENTS BEGIN IN THE SANCTUARY 
Focus Scripture:  Isaiah 11:1-10  Dare to Hope 
 

This prediction was written during a time when Israel’s Davidic dynasty (beginning with King David) was in 
jeopardy.  The prophet Isaiah predicted that a future king will come who possesses God’s spirit of wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, might, knowledge and respect of God (often called fear of God).   During this king’s 
rule, the oppressed will receive justice and peace shall reign over all creation.  Even the wolf shall live in 
harmony with the lambs.  Christians believe Isaiah was referring to Jesus and God’s future reign on earth.     

 

Sunday, December 16   NO CHURCH SCHOOL 
Intergenerational Christmas Pageant:  Our church school students, along with others from the 
congregation, will present the story of Jesus’ birth. 
 

Sunday, December 23  NO CHURCH SCHOOL 
Intergenerational Worship Service 

 

Sunday, December 30  NO CHURCH SCHOOL 
Christmas Carol Sing in the Sanctuary:  Come sing your favorite carols during this hour of worship.   
 

Classes Resume on Sunday, January 6, 2008. 
 

To learn more about our church school and sign your children up for classes, please speak with 
Pastor Eric Marean. 

 

NEXT TEACHERS’ MEETING:  Sunday, December 9, 9:30 a.m. 
 

�����������������������������������������������������������
�

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP 
 

Sunday, December 2nd 
Tree decorating following worship 

 

Sunday, December 9th 
Pizza Party and Yankee Swap  at the church 

3:00-5:00 
 

Sunday December 16th 
Regular meeting at church 3:30-5:00 

Possibly gingerbread houses or holiday craft TBA 
 


